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who dealt principally in old books, and from whom Swift purchased
'for our Stella' three little volumes of Lucian in French. In
some shops, it was the practice to allow customers to turn over
the books and, for a small payment, to read any of them on the
premises. Bateman, however, would have none of this, nor would
he, it is said, suffer any person t<> look into any book in his shop,
giving as a reason:
I suppose you may be a physician or an anthor, and want some recipe or
quotation; and, if you buy it, I will engage it to be perfect before you leave
me, but not after; as I have suffered by leaves being torn out, and the books
returned, to my very great loss and prejudice1.
Before the middle of the eighteenth century, the tide had begun
to ebb from Little Britain, and, with the death of Edward Ballard,
in 1796, there passed away the last of the profession who in-
habited it, and the last representative of a family which, for over
a century, had been famous there for its trade in divinity and
school books.
John Macky, in his Journey through England (1724), tells us
that
The Booksellers of antient books in all languages are in Little Britain and
Paternoster Bow; those for Divinity and the Classics on the North side of
St Paul's Cathedral; Law, History, and Plays about Temple Bar; and the
French Booksellers in the Strand.
These were the chief quarters of the trade, but bookshops might
be found in most quarters of the city; eastwards, along Cheapside,
passing the shop of Thomas Cockerell 'at the Three-legs in the
Poultry, over against the Stocks Market/ and on to the Royal
exchange, where, at the Bible under the Piazza, Balph Smith
carried on his business. In Cornhill, the sign of the Three
Pigeons pointed out the house of Brabazon Aylmer, from whom
Tonson purchased Paradise Lost] and, a little to the south,
London bridge was a centre of some activity, though mostly in
the less distinguished branches of the trade. Holborn, too, had
its booksellers, and in Gray's inn gateway dwelt Thomas Osborne2,
an expert in all the tricks and arts of his trade. In the west, John
Brindley was established in New Bond street, and Pall Mall was
the scene of Dodsley's operations. In Westminster hall, book-
sellers had plied their trade from at least 1640, and probably
much earlier. Mistress Breach's portly presence was, doubtless,
a familiar figure therefrom 1649 to 1675; Matthew Gillifiower was
3 Nichols's Literary Anecdotes (1812), vol. I, p. 424
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